NPS Form 10-900 
(Oct. 1990) 



OMB No. 1 024-001 8 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 



SENT TO D.C. 

on 



1. Name of Property 



Continental and Commercial National Bank 



other names/site number 



street & number 



208 South LaSalle 



. code 1L county Cook 



□ not for publication 

_□ vicinity 

. code 031 zip code 60604 



3. State/Federal Agency Certification 



As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act ot 1 986, as amended, I hereby certify that this n nomination 
□ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Reqister of 
n meets nd S nf d T e ' S P™ c « dur f ' and Professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion the property 
n SatewiS n J ? n h <?e^ at '« a R , e9 ' s,e k r Cf'fena. I recommend that this property be considered significant Q natioraiy 
LJ statewide U locally, ( □ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) y 

Signature of certifying official/Title " Date 

California Office of Historic Preservation 

State or Federal agency and bureau ~ 

romm.nto property D meets n d ° es not meel ,he National Register criteria, ( □ See continuation sheet for additional 



Signature of commenting or other official 



4. National Park Service Certification 



I hereby certify that this property is: 

□ entered in the National Register 

□ See continuation sheet. 

□ determined eligible for the 

National Register 

□ See continuation sheet. 

□ determined not eligible for the 

National Register 

□ removed from the National 

Register 

□ other (explain): 



Signature of the Keeper 




Continental and Commercial National Bank 
Name or Property 



Cook. IL 

County and State 



5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply) 



E3 private 

□ public-local 

□ public-State 

□ public-Federal 



Category of Property 

(Check only one box) 



H building(s) 

□ district 

□ site 

□ structure 

□ object 



Number of Resources within Property 

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 



i S buildings 

-Q 0 sites 

-2 _Q structures 

-2 0 objects 

I _0 Total 



Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 



Number of contributing resources previously listed in 
the National Register 

0 



6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

COMMERCE/TRADE: Financial Institution 

_ COMMERCE/TRADE: Business 



Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: Hotel 



7. Description 

Architectural Classification Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categ ories from instructions) 

— Classical Revival . foundation concrete 

roof asphalt 

walls stone, terra cotta 



oth er_ 



Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



See continuation sheets. 




Continental and Commercial National Bank 
flame or Property ' — 



Cook. IL 

County and State 



8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing) 

□ A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 



Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 



□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

significant in our past. 

SC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of 

a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high 

artistic values, or represents a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 

individual distinction. 1914 



□ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information 
important in prehistory or history. 



Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 



Property is: 



□ A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

□ B removed from its original location. 

□ C a birthplace or a grave. 

□ Da cemetery. 



Significant Person 

(Complete if Criterion B is marlred above) 

NA 



Cultural Affiliation 



Significant Dates 

1914 



□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. NA. 

□ Fa commemorative property. 

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 

within the past 50 years. 



Architect/Builder 

Graham. Burnham and Co.. Architects 
Graham. Anderson. Probst and White. Architects 



Narrative Statement of Significance 

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested. 

□ previously listed in the National Register 

□ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 

□ designated a National Historic Landmark 

□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

□ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 



one or more continuation sheets.) 

Primary Location of Additional Data 

23 State Historic Preservation Office 

□ Other State agency 

□ Federal agency 

□ Local government 

□ University 

□ Other 

Name of repository: 





Continental and Commercial National Bank 

Name of Properly 



Cook. IL 

County and State 



10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property less than 1 acre 



UTM References 

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 



Zone 

1 16 
2 


Easting 

447529 


Northing 

4636352 3 

4 


Zone Easting Northing 








□ See continuation sheet. 



Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

1 1 . Form Prepared By ’ 

name/title John M. Tess. President 

organization Heritage Consulting Group date July 6. 2006 

street & number U20 NW Northrup Street telephone (S(m 228-0277. 

city or town. Portland s t a t e qr z ip code 97209 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 



Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 



Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) " 

name Michael W. Reschke, The Prime Group, Inc 

street & numbe r, 321 N. Clark St. Suite 250 telephone (312) 917-4201 

cit y° rtown Chicago state IL_ zip code 60610 



, R ® ductl0n A f ( Statement. This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq ). Q 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response includinq the time for reviewina 
nf fh k C fn°rm in f nd ma '*f inm 9 data ’. and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 9 

of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127- and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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The Continental and Commerce National Bank is located on Block 97 of the School Section 
Addition in the financial district of Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. The parcel is a full block 
bounded by Quincy Street on the south, Adams Street on the north, Wells Street (Fifth Avenue) 
on the west and LaSalle Street on the east. The 2 1 -story steel frame Classical Revival style 
building was designed by Burnham and Company in 191 1 and completed by his successor firm 
of Graham, Anderson, Probst and White in 1914 as the new consolidated home of the 
Continental and Commercial Bank. 

Setting: The building is located in the intensely urban high-rise Financial District of the Chicago 
Loop. The Financial District could be roughly described as running along North and South 
LaSalle Street from Washington to Congress Street. Buildings in the immediate vicinity are 
high-rise commercial, mostly financial, built to the lot line. Across the street to the east is the 
Burnham and Root designed Rookery building (1885-88). The block to the north contains 190 S. 
LaSalle, a 1987 John Burgee/Philip Johnson building. The block to the south is the Federal 
Reserve Bank by Graham, Anderson, Probst and White (1922). Across the street from this 
building is another Graham, Anderson, Probst and White building, the Illinois Merchants Bank 
(1924). At the end of South LaSalle, one block away is the Chicago Board of Trade Building 
designed by Holabird and Roche in 1930. 

She: The Continental and Commercial National Bank is located on a flat rectangular lot 
measuring 325 feet by 1 66 feet. The building is constructed to the lot line with a perimeter 
sidewalk. There are no character-defining landscape features. 

S tructure : The building is a 21-story, 287-foot high, freestanding commercial office skyscraper, 
including attic, plus a basement and two sub-basements. It is a steel frame structure faced in 
white terra cotta and granite with a rectilinear column grid typically 1 7 feet east-west and 13 feet 
north and south. 

E xterior : The four facades of the Continental and Commerce National Bank are similar in 
materials and form, with the LaSalle Street fa9ade (east) being the primary elevation. The Wells 
Street (Fifth Avenue) elevation faces a section of Chicago’s elevated transit line and is a simpler 
version of LaSalle Street. The elevations along Quincy and Adams streets are identical and are 
composed in the same overall form as the LaSalle Street facade. All four elevations consist of a 
tripartite composition; a 3-story granite base, a twelve-story white terra cotta shaft; and a three 
story terra cotta capital that mimics the ground level colonnade. The fourth and seventeenth 
floors, with frieze and beltcourse above and below, serve as horizontal banding on an otherwise 
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vertical building. The roof is flat and has unadorned utility rooms that are set back and are not 
visible from the street. 

East (LaSalle Street) Elevation: Although all four facades are prominent and visible, the east 
elevation of LaSalle Street is clearly the primary. 

B ase (first - third floors): The main entrance is distinguished by its loggia made of eight polished 
granite fluted Doric columns. These columns are flanked with paired pilasters at the north and 
south comers. There are eleven bays in a symmetrical pattern on the ground level 
(A:BBB:CCC:BBB:A). The two A bays originally contained large double doors with a three 
light transom and granite door surround. The B bays contain a large store front window framed 
in granite. The C bays contain the main entrances to the lobby. Each of the three entrances are 
decorated with granite surrounds and flat projecting pediments adorned with carved acanthus 
leaves and scrolls. Above the pediments, a band with carved Greek fretwork serves as base for 
the two-story windows. The doors themselves are brass framed topped with a brass spandrel 
section with the street number “208” in a black clean lined script. 

At the second and third floor level, in all eleven bays, are metal framed twelve light (non- 
histone) over sized windows. A wide frieze above the third floor contains carved lion heads, a 
band of egg and dart trim, and in the center of the frieze are the incised letters spelling National 
Bank and Trust Company. The original carving Continental and Commercial National Bank for 
the initial banking tenant was removed in the 1930s when the National Bank and Trust Company 
took over occupancy. 

S haft (fifth - seventeenth floor): The middle section of the LaSalle street fafade is divided into 
eleven bays. Above the fifth floor is a wide comice with continuous fret ornamentation. The two 
end bays have a single window flanked by broad areas of terra cotta anchoring the building 
comers. The nine inner bays have paired windows separated by a continuous mullion which 
begins at the fifth floor and terminates in lion heads at the sixteenth floor. Windows are double 
hung wood sash. Under each window is a spandrel containing a rosette. Pilasters begin at the 
fifth floor and extend through the seventeenth floor ending with capitals decorated with a band of 
egg and dart. The comice atop the seventeenth floor has been removed and is covered with a 
metal sheathing. 



Capital (eighteenth - twentieth floor): A terra cotta colonnade of fluted Doric columns tops the 
building and is similarly styled to the base colonnade at a smaller scale. In order to visually stand 
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out the spandrels and piers on these upper floors are done in green terra cotta. The column 
capitals are decorated with a band of egg and dart ornament. The two end bays each have a 
single double hung wood sash window. The inner bays have paired double hung sash windows, 
beginning at the eighteenth floor and terminating at the twentieth. The spandrels in the capital ' 
section on the nineteenth and twentieth floors have a rosette atop a panel of fretwork. 

Banding Sections (fourth and seventeenth) : The fourth floor has a deep cornice with modillions 
and a frieze containing fretwork. The muilions between each of the paired windows are dark 
green terra cotta scrolled piers topped with a carved lions head. The spandrel section has a dark 
green terra cotta X pattern with a circle in the intersection of the X. 

The seventeenth floor has a cornice adorned with a frieze of arcade and circles. The eleven bays 
are delineated the same as the shaft, base, and capital sections. The two end bays have a single 
double hung sash window and the nine inner bays have two double hung sash windows. 

The twenty-first floor, also known as the attic, had all of its ornament removed in the 1940s. The 
penthouse is clad in granite slab and the structure spans the section of the inner nine bays. 

West (Wells Street) Elevation 

The Wells Street elevation faces Chicago’s elevated transit line. A simpler version of the 
LaSalle Street elevation, it is clear this elevation was secondary in importance. The fayade is 
nine bays instead of eleven. 

B ase (first - third floors: Two granite Doric columns mark the central entrance. Granite pilasters 
flank the columns. The first floor is arranged in a symmetrical pattern of A: B:B: C: C: C: B: B: 
A. The two A bays originally contained large double doors with a three light transom and granite 
door surround. The doors have been replaced with glass storefronts. The B bays contain a large 
store front windows framed in granite. The C bays contain three main entrances to the lobby. 

S haft (fifth - seventeenth floor): The middle section is similar to all other elevations except the 
bays are slightly wider as the number of bays was reduced to nine. 

Ca pital (eighteenth - twentieth floor): Six terra cotta fluted columns line the upper three floors. 
Ornamentation on the spandrels is identical to the other elevations. 

B anding Sections (fourth an d seventeenth): These sections are identical to the other bays. 
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North and South Elevations 

The side elevations along Quincy and Adams streets are identical and are composed in the same 
overall form as the LaSalle Street fa 9 ade. There are nineteen bays. The end bays have single 
double hung sash windows and the inner bays have two double hung sash windows. At the 
center bay on each elevation are iron fire escapes. Simple granite and terra cotta pilasters line the 
lower and upper three stories, in place of the colonnades on the front facade. Two granite Doric 
columns mark the central entrance. Six terra cotta columns line the upper three stories. 

Light Court 

The building has a central open light court, 155 feet by 54 feet, faced in glazed white brick. The 
light court commences on the sixth floor. It is comprised of nine inner bays on the north and 
south walls and three bays on the east and west walls. These bays have three windows, each 
separated by a continuous muilion frame. Windows are double hung wood sash. Below the 
windows are unadorned spandrels. 

Interior 

Sub-Sub Basement - Basement: The building has a pier and vault foundation; the piers are 
continuous throughout the basement. The sub-sub basement is an L-shape and holds the boiler, 
engine, and pump rooms, along with a row of miscellaneous utilitarian rooms on the south wall. 
The sub-basement has a square foot print that does not extend out to the lot line. This level 
contains the upper section of the engine and boiler rooms, and the fan and store rooms. The 
basement has ten various bank vaults with a central lobby corridor accessible by two circular iron 
staircases flanking the north and south of the middle tier vault section, and miscellaneous 
meeting rooms on the outer tier of the floor. The basic floor plan has a double loaded corridor 
circulation plan with two tiers of rooms on either side. There is a bank of six elevators in the 
southeastern comer. 

First — Fourth Floors: The first floor lobbies on the east and west elevations are large open 
spaces containing entrances to the shops immediately north and south of the lobbies. Two banks 
of six elevators flank the lobbies. The first floor finishes in the public spaces are a combination 
of green and beige marble and brass accents typical of the late 1950s. Shop spaces line the east 
and west elevations as well as filling the central core. An escalator leads to the second floor on 
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the east elevation. This escalator sits in approximately the same location as the original staircase 
to the second floor. The second floor originally containing the banking hall was remodeled into 
office space. The second floor holds the original board room and executive offices. Located in 
the northeast comer, the board room has a gray and black marble fireplace, dark wood paneled 
walls, and varnished boxed beam ceiling. 



The third and fourth floors were inserted into the original banking ball space for additional 
offices. 

The barrel vaulted ceiling and upper portions of the banking room are still intact; however, they 
are obscured by the insertion of the additional floors. Original remaining fabric includes: the 
glass and stone barrel vaulted ceiling, the clerestory level, and the beltcourse below the 
clerestory. Also concealed are the massive urns at the west end of the building. These urns rest 
upon the large beam that spans the width of the banking hall. All of these features retain their 
original embellishment such as Greek fretwork, egg and dart molding, rosettes, etc. 

Fifth - Twenty-first Floors: The office floors of the Continental and Commercial National Bank 
are planned around the building’s central light court. The basic office floor plan has an eight foot 
wide double loaded corridor circulation plan with two tiers of offices one facing outward to the 
adjacent streets, the other facing into the light court. The general layout has been maintained 
although from the beginning certain sections, for larger tenants, were free of partitions and 
corridors. The wall and floors of the corridors and the toilet rooms were lined in white Alabama 
marble. Approximately 75% of this marble is intact in the upper corridors. The office space 
themselves have been altered many times to suit various tenant needs. 

Alterations : 



Exterior: 

The exterior of the building remains in good condition. In, 1916, two years after the building 
opened, the shop windows and doorways located behind the colonnade were redesigned and 
moved flush with the columns. The original wall material and ornament was retained and the 
integrity of this monumental front was maintained. During the 1 940s, structural problems led to 
the removal of the terra cotta frieze at the seventeenth floor and the ornamental balustrade 
decorative urns and the cornice. Despite their removal the building’s basic composition, with its 
three clearly delineated divisions, and its original design aesthetic are clearly evident and still 
convey the original building’s overall architectural form. 
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Interior; first and second floors 

Interior remodeling carried out in 1959-1960 altered the original design of the first floor lobby 
and second floor banking room and obscured the central dome. The central stair from the first 
floor to the second floor was replaced with an escalator. The large columns were replaced with 
square marble posts. The original second floor banking hall was replaced with a double loaded 
corridor with offices similar to other floors. In addition, two floors (now the 3rd and 4th floors) 
were inserted into the central dome space where additional office space was added. The dome 
was then concealed. Currently the dome space contains ductwork, electrical conduit, etc. 

It is the present owner’s intent to rehabilitate the building using the historic preservation 
investment tax credits. Work includes the partial restoration of the historic banking room 
including the removal of part of the third and fourth floors to create an atrium exposing the 
original barrel vaulted space from the second floor to the sixth floor. 
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Summary 

Designed by D.H. Burnham and Company in 1911, and constructed and completed in 1914 by 
the successor firm of Graham, Anderson, Probst and White, the Continental and Commercial 
National Bank was a product of the increasing popularity of the Classical Revival style and its 
adoption by the private corporate world as the penultimate style in private office buildings. 
Contextually it relates to the influence of late 19 "' and 20" 1 Century Classic Revival style in 
Chicago. 

The building is eligible under criterion C as an excellent local example of the Classical Revival 
style in downtown Chicago and of the application of the style, along with its mass and scale, in 
creating a prototypical monument to commerce that came to fruition in Chicago over the next 
two decades. 

•‘Of all the later works, most important to Burnham was the Continental and Commercial 
National Bank and Trust, now 208 South LaSalle Building.” 1 

History of the Building 

The Continental and Commercial National Bank Building, located at 208 S. LaSalle Street 
( 1 9 1 1 -1 9 1 4), was one of Daniel H. Burnham’s last two designs prior to his death on June 1 , 

1912. Burnham was 64 years old when he designed the building. It was an important 
commission for him as it was the first privately owned building in downtown Chicago to occupy 
an entire block. Bank president George Reynolds had spent years acquiring all of the property on 
the block for this purpose. It was the largest site ever selected for an office building in the city 
and the combination of the twenty-one stories in height with the entire block made the building 
one of the largest office building in the United States. Up to that point, generally the only 
freestanding buildings were civic structures or department stores. In this manner, the Continental 
and Commercial National Bank would become the precursor to the other monumental block 
sized buildings constructed in the 1920s in the immediate vicinity by Burnham’s successor firm 
of Graham, Anderson, Probst and White. Early local press coverage was considerable as it was 
going to be an important landmark in the city.” The height combined with the bulk and scale 



1 . Kristen Schaffer, Daniel H. Burnham; Visionary Architect and Planner 
Publications, Inc., 2003) p. 195. 



(New York: Rizzoli International 
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was to be impressive and challenging for the designer. ”It was a gigantic enterprise whose 
conception, planning, and execution called less for courage than for architectural, engineering 
and artistic skill”. 2 6 

The client for the Continental and Commercial National Bank Building was bank president 
George McClelland Reynolds. Reynolds was Chicago’s leading banker for over 25 years. 

During his tenure, the bank grew to be one of the country’s largest banks and was in the forefront 
of modem banking practices. The bank had been founded in 1865 as the Commercial National 
Bank of Chicago. By the late 1890s it was developing a solid organization and generated 
business by aiding small struggling country banks in the Midwest. Beginning in 1909, Reynolds 
envisioned a large central bank that could provide varied services to an array of patrons, from 
individuals to businesses to associated banks. In September of 1909, Commercial merged with 
Bankers National Bank. Soon followed a merger with the American Trust and Savings Bank and 
then Hibernian Bank, which held an excellent reputation among Chicago's citizens. The bank 
was credited by its contemporaries as being a major factor in ending Chicago’s dependence upon 
‘’Eastern capital.” 

Physically and symbolically, this new bank would be headquartered at 208 S. LaSalle Street. 

The many combinations, buildings, movings, and changes came to rest in this great building 
where the product of the bank melting pot was completely housed under one roof. The 
Continental and Commercial group of banks, the product of forty years of growth and 
development. . .to give Chicago and the West the banking services they required.” 3 At the time, 
this concept of multiple banks under one roof was not a common practice. The Continental and 
Commercial National Bank was the first, a decade ahead of its competitors. 4 



2. •■Continental and Commercial National Bank”, National Register Nomination, 1988. 

3. Arthur D Welton, ■'The Making of A Modem Bank; An Historical Sketch of the Origin of the Continental and 
19 ™ merCla Banks of Chicago and the Causes Which Contributed to and Influenced Their Upbuilding”, (Chicago. 



4. Ibid.; in subsequent years, the bank continued to grow and continued to merge. In 1922 it acquired the Fort 
Dearborn National Bank, and in 1929, Illinois Merchants Trust Company. In 1933, it was renamed the Continental 
Illinois National Bank & Trust Co. The bank did falter during the Great Depression and required a loan from the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation, however the bank regained its footing and continued to flourish in the Chicago 
banking scene for decades. In 1994, Continental Bank was acquired by Bank of America. 



